
Sunday School Dec 15th, 2024 

Biblical Study of "Hell" 

The topic of Hell is one of the most debated and emotionally charged subjects in Christian 

theology. Hell, as understood in the Bible, has been interpreted in various ways over the 

centuries. This guide will help facilitate a study group to understand the biblical view of Hell, 

exploring relevant scriptural references, key Greek words, historical perspectives, and practical 

applications for today’s Christians. 

 

1. Biblical Scriptural References on Hell 

The Bible references Hell using several different terms and images. Here are some key passages: 

Old Testament References: 

• Sheol (Hebrew word for the grave or realm of the dead): 

o Genesis 37:35 – Jacob mourns his son Joseph, saying he will go to Sheol. 

o Psalm 9:17 – "The wicked shall return to Sheol." 

o Isaiah 14:9-11 – A description of Sheol receiving the fallen king of Babylon. 

Sheol in the Old Testament is generally a neutral term referring to the underworld or grave, 

where both the righteous and unrighteous go after death. 

New Testament References: 

• Gehenna (Greek: γέεννα) – A term Jesus used frequently, often associated with final 

judgment and punishment. 

o Matthew 5:22 – "But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of 

hell." 

o Matthew 10:28 – "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell." 

o Mark 9:43-48 – Jesus speaks of Gehenna as a place of unquenchable fire. 

• Hades (Greek: ᾅδης) – Often used interchangeably with Sheol, but in the New 

Testament, it refers more to the temporary abode of the dead before the final judgment. 

o Luke 16:19-31 – The parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 

o Revelation 20:13-14 – "Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them..." 

• Tartarus (Greek: Τάρταρος) – A term used only once in the New Testament, referring to 

a place of punishment for fallen angels. 

o 2 Peter 2:4 – "For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to 

hell (Tartarus), putting them in gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment..." 



Other Relevant New Testament References: 

• Revelation 21:8 – "But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 

sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters, and all liars—they will be 

consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

• Matthew 25:46 – "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life." 

 

2. Important Greek Words & Verbs 

Understanding the key Greek words used in relation to Hell is crucial for grasping the biblical 

concept of eternal punishment: 

Gehenna (γέεννα) 

• A valley outside Jerusalem associated with child sacrifice and later viewed as a cursed 

place. Jesus uses this term to describe the final, fiery judgment for the wicked. 

• Meaning: Gehenna is often understood as a symbol of eternal damnation or the final 

destination for the unrepentant. 

Hades (ᾅδης) 

• A term used to describe the temporary state of the dead, both the righteous and 

unrighteous, before the final judgment. 

• Meaning: It refers to the "grave" or the "realm of the dead," and differs from Gehenna in 

that it is not necessarily a place of eternal punishment. 

Tartarus (Τάρταρος) 

• A term from Greek mythology, used in the New Testament to describe a deep, gloomy 

prison for fallen angels. 

• Meaning: It refers specifically to a place of imprisonment for rebellious angels (2 Peter 

2:4), and it is not commonly used for human souls. 

Aionios (αἰώνιος) 

• The Greek word for "eternal," which appears in passages like Matthew 25:46 ("eternal 

punishment") and in other texts where the duration of judgment or life is discussed. 

• Meaning: This term suggests an unending duration, typically understood as lasting 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Views of Hell Throughout Church History 

The doctrine of Hell has been interpreted in various ways across Christian history. Below are the 

main views: 

Traditional View (Eternal Conscious Torment) 

• Belief: Hell is a place of eternal, conscious punishment for the wicked, with no hope of 

redemption. 

• Historical Basis: This view has been prominent since the early Church Fathers, such as 

Augustine (354-430 AD), and was affirmed by the Catholic Church and Protestant 

Reformers. 

• Key Scriptures: Matthew 25:46, Revelation 14:10-11, Mark 9:43-48. 

Annihilationism (Conditional Immortality) 

• Belief: The wicked are ultimately destroyed or annihilated, ceasing to exist after the final 

judgment. They do not experience eternal torment but rather face "the second death." 

• Historical Basis: This view has ancient roots but gained prominence in the modern era, 

especially among some evangelical groups. 

• Key Scriptures: Matthew 10:28, 2 Thessalonians 1:9, Revelation 20:14-15. 

Universalism 

• Belief: Ultimately, all people will be reconciled to God, and Hell is not a permanent state. 

This view emphasizes God's love and the eventual redemption of all souls. 

• Historical Basis: Universalism was advocated by early Christian thinkers like Origen 

(185-254 AD) but became controversial and was condemned by the Church in later 

centuries. 

• Key Scriptures: Colossians 1:20, 1 Timothy 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9. 

Purgatorial View (Catholic Doctrine) 

• Belief: The wicked or those who are not yet fully purified undergo a temporary period of 

purification (Purgatory) before entering heaven. 

• Historical Basis: The Catholic Church holds this view, with roots in medieval theology. 

It sees Hell as a final punishment for the damned, but Purgatory as a temporary 

purification for those who will ultimately be saved. 

• Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 3:15, 1 Peter 1:7. 

 

 



4. Discussion Questions 

1. What does the Bible teach about the nature of Hell? 

• Reflect on the differences between terms like Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, and Tartarus. 

• How do these different terms shape our understanding of what Hell is? 

•  

2. Why does Jesus speak so strongly about Hell? 

• What do the warnings of Hell in the Gospels (Matthew 5:22, Mark 9:43-48) reveal about 

Jesus' view of human sin and judgment? 

3. How do you reconcile the doctrine of Hell with God’s love and justice? 

• Discuss the tension between a loving God and the reality of eternal punishment. 

• What do Scriptures like 2 Peter 3:9 and John 3:16 teach us about God’s desire for 

salvation? 

4. What are the implications of the doctrine of Hell for evangelism? 

• If Hell is real, how should this shape how we share the Gospel with others? 

• How do we balance urgency with compassion in our outreach? 

5. Does the concept of eternal punishment conflict with the notion of God’s mercy? 

• Is Hell a manifestation of God’s justice, mercy, or both? How do we understand this 

paradox? 

 

5. Applications for Today’s Christian 

• Evangelism: Understanding the gravity of Hell can motivate Christians to share the 

Gospel with urgency and compassion, knowing that eternal destinies are at stake. 

• Personal Holiness: The reality of Hell can help believers take sin seriously and strive for 

a life that reflects Christ's teachings and the pursuit of holiness. 

• God's Justice and Mercy: Recognizing the serious consequences of rejecting God’s 

salvation can help Christians develop a deeper appreciation for God’s justice and mercy. 

• Hope for the Lost: Christians should maintain hope and prayer for the salvation of those 

who do not yet know Christ, seeking ways to engage with them and share the message of 

eternal life. 
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